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MEDAL FOR HEROISM PRESENTED  
Eagle Scout Eric Rouse was 
presented the SARõs Medal for 
Heroism at the Greater Kansas 
City SAR George Washington 
Birthday Celebration on Satur-
day, February 21, 2009 in Over-
land Park. 

Rouse came to the aid of a co-
work at Carrabbaõs restaurant in 
Overland Park.  Using his First 
Aid training learned in Boy 
Scouts, a quick thinking Rouse 
took control of the situation ap-
plying compresses while he dis-
patched a person to call 911. 

Medical professionals stated 
that Rouseõs quick action made 
the difference between life and 
death for the co-worker . 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE A SUCCESS  

The 117th Annual Conference was hosted by the 
Thomas Jefferson chapter in Topeka on the third 
weekend of March.  The event began on Friday night 
with a very informative tour of the Great Overland 
Station, which was once the Union Pacific depot.  
Through many donations, the depot was restored to 
its former glory.  A wreath was laid at the nearby 
Veterans Memorial by Registrar General David 
Sympson and KSSSAR president Peter Grassl.  Chap-
lain Brian Vazquez paid tribute to Veterans from the 
Revolutionary War to the present.  A nice buffet din-
ner was served in the former depot dining room.  

Janice Kleinschmidt presented a patriotic quilt for 
a raffle open to all SAR members and friends from 
around the country.  The Ladies Auxiliary will sel l 

continued on page 3 

Eric Rouse of Overland Park Troop 284 received the SAR Medal for Heroism from KSSSAR President 

Peter Grassl (far left).  On the far right is Timothy C. Bugg, Scout Executive for the Heart of America 

Council, who was recipient of the Silver Good Citizenship medal.  Also pictured are Rouse's father, 
Chuck Rouse, his uncle, Rodger McReynolds and grandfather, Hal Rouse.  All Rouses are Eagle Scouts. 

Rouse was joined by his father and grandfather, both of whom are Eagle Scouts.  Ironically, Tim 
Bugg, the Scout Executive for the Heart of America Council, was on hand to receive the SAR Silver 
Good Citizenship medal.  He offered his congratulations to Rouse as well. 

Upcoming Events  

May 2, 2009 ñ KSSSAR Board of Governorsõ Meeting, 
10AM, Best Western, Hospitality House, 3021 W. High-
way 50, Emporia, 620-342-7587. 

May 2, 2009 ñ Ladies Auxiliary meeting.  

May 2-4, 2009 ñ KSDAR State Conference. 

Jun 30, 2009 ñ Deadline for articles and pictures for the 
August issue of The Liberty Bell. 

Jul 4-8, 2009ñ119th Annual Congress, Renaissance Wav-
erly Hotel, Atlanta, GA.  

Aug 1, 2009 ñ KSSSAR Board of Governorsõ Meeting, 
10AM, Best Western, Hospitality House, 3021 W. High-
way 50, Emporia, 620-342-7587. 

Aug 1, 2009 ñ Ladies Auxiliary meeting.  

Aug 21-22, 2009 ñ South Central District Meeting, Arling-
ton, TX. 

Sep 24-26, 2009 ñ Fall Leadership Meeting. 
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               * PRESIDENTôS CORNER *   

MAY BOG MEETING  
The Board of Governors will meet 

on May 2, 2009 at the Best Western Inn, 
3021 Highway 50, in Emporia.  Com-
mittee Chairmen may call for a meet-
ing of their Committees either before 
or after the BOG meeting which will 
start at 10:00 am.  Lunch will be at the 
motel for $10.00. 

The Rumbaugh Orations contest will 
take place following the meeting.  
Chairman Lyle Gibson will direct the 
activities.  All compatriots and guests 
are invited to attend.  The winner will 
represent the Kansas Society at the 
Congress in Atlanta. 

LADIES AUXILIARY  
The Ladies Auxiliary will meet con-

current with BOG session on May 2, 
2009.  There will be a short business 
meeting.  The May Service project is the 
basket (carry-all bag) for the Congress in 
Atlanta.  Bring "Made in Kansas" 
items.  Due to transportation issues, 
items shouldnõt be too heavy or too large. 

The program, weather permitting, will 
be a visit to Toad Hollow Daylily & Iris 
Farm, a two-acre landscaped rural gar-
den.  You may learn more at 
www.flyoverpeople.net/galleries/toad -
hollow/index.html.  There is no admis-
sion fee.  If the weather permits, we may 
also eat a picnic lunch from Panera or 
Amanda's at the farm. 

Our Service Project for the August 
BOG session will be  school supplies (like 
backpacks, crayons, notebooks, under-
wear, etc) for the Emporia Grade School 
District, kindergarten -6th grade. 

By Martin Klotzbach 
President, KSSSAR 

Compatriots All  --- 
We have just completed a most enjoyable State Society Conference in 

Topeka with more than sixty in attendance.  Thanks go out to Orval 
Knodel, conference coordinator, and Peter Grassl, past Society President.  
They did a remarkable job! 

Beside our activities at the Ramada Hotel was a group of some 300 fire 
fighters from throughout the state.  This is important as we had three or 
four come to the registration table to inquire about our organization be-
lieving that they might be eligible to join our ranks.  Being in the public 
eye is the best advertising that we can get.  We need to always be alert to 
recruit new members and encourage existing members to be active at 
the Chapter, State and National level.  All Chapter members are wel-
comed to attend State and National meetings.  Explore attending the 
State Board of Governors meeting the first Saturday in May in Emporia 
and/or the National Conference in Atlanta, Georgia, the first week in 
July.  I am sure that you will enjoy the comradeship and meetings.  
Bring your wives and other Chapter members.  

Another excellent way of being in the public eye is the wearing of the 
uniform at public events.  If you are not currently in the Chapter or State 
Color Guard explore the possibility of acquiring a uniform and join a 
Color Guard.  Compatriot Bob Capps is the new State Society Com-
mander and would welcome your questions and inquiries.  Just as the 
fine job that Fred Kaffenberger has done, Iõm sure Bob will be just as ac-
tive and encouraging. 

Another key activity of our Society is the Americanism Committee.  
Currently we are seeking someone to fill the State Chairman position.  If 
anyone might be interested in the job please get in touch with me to ex-
plore the possibility. Keith Lindgren has done an excellent job but now 
must retire.  There are a couple of other positions open if anyone wants 
to òget involvedó. 

And my final thanks go to Past President Peter Grassl for his con-
tinued advice and for staying involved.  

BLAKE WINS PRESTIGIOUS AWARD  
Philip W. Blake of the Washington chapter has been selected to receive the 

NSSAR Distinguished Patriot Award by President General David Appleby.  
The PG can select one compatriot to receive the award during his term; the 
selection was made at the Spring 2009 Leadership meeting. 
President General Appleby said: of all his travels across òour Great Na-

tionéand observe or participate in numerous celebrations and commemo-
rationséyour effort with Operation Ensign really stands out, and I want to 
congratulate you on the success of this great project.ó 

Blake will be presented a very handsome certificate and letter from Presi-
dent General Appleby at the May Board of Governors meeting in Emporia.  
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The winning poster submitted by Corey Goodburn sponsored by Delaware Crossing 

Chapter was announced at the State Societyôs Annual Conference. 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE  continued 
tickets for this beautiful work of art.  

The highlights of the main program on Saturday were the 
Memorial Service, luncheon, Participation Forum, and ban-
quet.  The luncheon caught the interest of those attending.  
Youth Programs winner Patrick Schmidt presented his essay 
about Alexander Hamilton, see separate story.  What caught 
interest of all was the key note presentation by Dr. Alan Bear-
man of Washburn University.  He spoke about the role of relig-
ion in the Revolutionary War.  Dick Nelson announced the 
winning poster was submitted by Delaware Crossing.  

The men spent the afternoon in a Participation Forum.  The 
Americanism program was reviewed in detail, the format of the 
annual meeting on even-numbered years was discussed, and 
then member retention was reviewed following breakout 
groups.  The alternative meeting format being discussed would 
include only a luncheon which would follow the Memorial Ser-
vice and business meeting and precede a local historical tour. 

The banquet reflected a nice conclusion to the Conference.  
Kansas DAR Regent Shirley Coupal attended and offered re-
marks.  Registrar General Sympsonõs key note speech covered 
interesting and little known historical points of interest of the 
SAR.  Later, he installed new officers of the Kansas Society 
which was followed by transferring the Society President neck 
ribbon from Peter Grassl to Martin Klotzbach.  
Klotzbachõs first act was the promotion of Robert Capps, Jr. 

to Major -General of the KSSSAR Color Guard.  Fred Kaffen-
berger was shown great respect by the Color Guard and audi-
ence as he retired as commander of the Color Guard.  Shortly 
thereafter, Klotzbach adjourned the 117th Annual Conference. 

SPRING LEADERSHIP MEETING  
Kansas Compatriots attending the 2009 Spring Leadership 

meeting saw history being made.  The Trustees (Edgar 
Grover) voted to authorize the buildout of the library phase at 
the Center for Advancing Americaõs Heritage (The Center) at 
the Fulton-Conway building on West Main Street in Louis-
ville.  The library space will be twice as large as the current 
library.  The project financing will be funded from compatriot 
donations to the SAR.  This is a giant step for the Society. 

Finances took center stage when the Trustees met.  Al-
though the budget has been scaled down several times and 
key spending programs postponed, the cash reserves are be-
ing invaded.  Thus, proposals were approved for considera-
tion at the Congress in Atlanta. 

The proposed alterations to dues are: first, the application fee 
will be doubled.  Second, dues for a new compatriot will cover 
the remainder of the year in which he was approved and the 
following year.  The second proposal was approved to stem the 
loss of new members following their first year of membership.  

Peter Grassl, a member of the NSSAR Finance Committee, 
reports the SAR finances are sound.  But action is needed be-
cause the cost of operating the Society have increased but dues 
have not changed since 2001.  Although the Society is managed 
conservatively, increased costs are draining the reserves. 

The Executive Committee, with guidance from the Task 
Force for Public Relations, approved a special subscription 
program for the SAR Magazine when it is donated to schools 
with JROTC units, libraries, and other recipients which 
would appreciate the magazine.  A special subscription rate 
of $5 will apply.  

A surprise presentation of the ROBERT E. BURT BOY 
SCOUT VOLUNTEER AWARD MEDAL was made first to 
Peter Grassl and then to Barnett Ellis.  Grassl is active with the 
Trailhead District, Heart of America Council, as the Advance-
ment Chairman.  Ellis is the recipient of the prestigious Silver 
Beaver and Silver Antelope awards for his contributions to 
the Boy Scouts of America. 

Attending the meeting were: Barnett Ellis, Edgar Grover 
(Emaline), Bob Capps, David Comer, Tim Peterman, Ray 
Peterman, Martin Klotzbach (Theresa), and Peter Grassl. 

AROUND THE SOCIETY  
New chapter presidents: Jason Auvil (Henry Leaven-

worth), Doug Brady (Washington), Bobbie Hulse (Sons of 
the Plains), Robert Mellotte (Monticello), and Dennis Nel-
son (Delaware Crossing). 

Lyle Gibson has become a George Washington Fellow. 
Dewey Fry, Delaware Crossing, was elected chairman of 

the Greater Kansas City SAR George Washington Birthday 
Celebration Committee.  The next luncheon takes place Satur-
day, February 20, 2010 at the Ritz Charles in Overland Park. 

ELLIS OFFICIAL NOMINEE  
Barnett Ellis of the Kansas Society is the recommended 

candidate for Secretary General of the NSSAR.  Ellis was 
selected following an interview of the Nominations com-
mittee.  The official slate of officers for 2009 ð 2010  are: 

President General: Edward F. Butler  
Secretary General: Barnett Ellis 
Treasurer General: Larry J. Magerkurth  
Chancellor General: James K. Say 
Genealogist General: Joseph W. Dooley 
Registrar General: Stephen A. Leishman 
Historian General:  Lindsey C. Brock 
Librarian General:  Miles K. Dechant 
Surgeon General: Dr. Lee C. Clark 
Chaplain General: Rev. A. Clark Wisner  


