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Ellis Announces Candidacy for Secretary General  
Barnett Ellis (Monticello chapter) has an-

nounced his candidacy for the position of 
NSSAR Secretary-General for 2009 ð 2010. 

He was encouraged to seek this position by 
senior officers following an unforeseen 
change in the nomination process when  
Charles Bragg withdrew his nomination for 
Secretary-General resulting in a critical open-
ing affecting the future of the Society.  Thus, 
Ellis was called to step forward in a serious 
time of need. 

Ellis is well qualified for this senior posi-
tion.  He has parleyed a successful business 
career into a series of exciting contributions 
to the SAR.  Readers know of his rise through 
the Kansas Society to Vice President General 
of the South Central District and then to a 
number of leadership positions at the na-
tional level.  His resume is available upon re-
quest. 

Pease mail a personal Letter of Endorse-
ment before December 31, 2008, to: President-
General Bruce Wilcox, Chairman NSSAR 

Nominating Committee, 1103 Belle Vista 
Drive, Alexandria VA 22307 -2104. 

The next step in his candidacy is a campaign 
to districts and state societies.  This will be 
followed by a Nominations Committee inter-
view at the Spring 2009 Leadership meeting.  
Assuming he is successful, he would stand for 
election at the Congress in Atlanta in 2009.  

Generally, the man elected to the Secretary 
General position is the presumptive nominee 
for President General. 

Upcoming Events  

Nov 1, 2008 ñ KSSSAR Board of Governorsõ Meeting. 

Nov 1, 2008 ñ Ladies Auxiliary meeting.  

Nov 9, 2008 ñ Patriots Day Planning Meeting.  

Dec 6, 2008 ñ KSSSAR lunch at National WWI Museum. 

Dec 31, 2008 ñ Deadline for articles and pictures for the 
February issue of The Liberty Bell. 

Feb 7, 2009 ñ KSSSAR Board of Governorsõ Meeting. 

Feb 7, 2009 ñ Ladies Auxiliary meeting.  

Feb 20, 2009 ñ George Washington Birthday Celebra-
tion, 6:30pm, Scottish Rite Center, Wichita. 

Feb 21, 2009 ñ George Washington Birthday Celebra-
tion, Ritz Charles, 9000 W 137th, Overland Park KS. 

Mar 5-7, 2009 ñ Spring Leadership Meeting.  

Mar 20-21, 2009 ñ 117th KSSSAR Annual Conference, 
Topeka KS. 
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          * FREEDOM RINGS*    

NOVEMBER BOG MEETING  
The Board of Governors will meet 

on November 1, 2008, at the Best West-
ern Inn, 3021 W Highway 50, in Empo-
ria. Committee meetings will begin at 
9:00 am, and the Board will commence 
at 10:00 am in the Rodeway building.  
Lunch is $10. 

LADIES AUXILIARY  
The Ladies Auxiliary will meet con-

current with the BOG session on No-
vember 1, 2008, at 10:00 AM. 

    The ladies will be touring the 
Richard Howe Welsh Farmstead built 
in 1867 and home to three generations 
of Howe's. We will have lunch at 
Amandaõs Caf® and also prepare vet-
eran gift bags with items brought by 
KSSSAR and the Ladiesõ Auxiliary.  

Suggested items are: travel size toi-
letries, playing cards, hard candy and 
gum including sugar free, puzzle 
books, etc. 

Membership dues for 2009 will be 
collected; the dues are $5 per year. 

By Peter O. Grassl 
President, KSSSAR 

Consider these words: "the [Treasury] Secretary made a controversial pro-

posal that would have the federal government assume [debt]éThis would, in 

effect, give the federal government much more power by placing the country's 

most serious financial obligation in the hands of the federal governmenté

proposal to cut the rate of interestéobjected to the speculative profits being 

madeéreplaced the chaotic financial system [with] with a modern apparatus 

which gave the new government financial stability."* 

Does this sound familiar?  Would you believe this summarizes the 
efforts of Alexander Hamilton, our first Secretary of the Treasury?  The 
fledgling United States of America had to address a severe banking and 
credit crisis under George Washington.  

Another theme with today was the lack of capital and risk which was 
pushing interest rates upward.  But there wasn't a New York Stock Ex-
change at play.  This would come later and the first stock to be traded 
would be Alexander Hamilton's Bank of New York.  

Today, the troubles of the stock market are impacting the Kansas So-
ciety.  The Heritage fund is invested in bond type funds and we are ex-
periencing diminishing returns on our investments.  This impacts the 
amount of cash available to fund Youth programs (Rumbaugh Orations, 
Knight Essay, Eagle Scout Scholarship, ROTC, and the Americanism 
Poster Contest). 

The Youth programs are the centerpiece of promoting an understand-
ing of the American Revolution to students.    These programs encour-
age young people to study the elements leading to the formation of the 
United States.  For compatriots, it ties into our "remembering our obli-
gations to our forefathers."  

What can you do?  First, the long-term solution is a continuation of 
contributions to the Heritage fund.   This is done by adding a contribu-
tion when annual dues are remitted.  If you have paid your dues, an-
other check would be accepted.  Your contribution is invested and only 
the income can be used to pay the Youth program expenses.  Second, 
consider making a contribution for use immediately (2008 contest year).  
Please mark your check "Heritage ð now" to distinguish it from option 
above.  These funds WILL NOT be invested in the Heritage fund invest-
ments and will be used to augment the investment income (shortage).  
Either option is tax deductible.  

The American Revolution was financed by a number of citizens as 
well as state governments.  As the leaders of the American Revolution 
stepped forward to finance actions, Kansas Society Compatriots are be-
ing called upon to contribute to the Heritage Fund at this important 
time of need. 

A "Heritage - now" challenge grant has been made by a Kansas Soci-
ety compatriot, so your donation is worth more.  Life members are en-
couraged to make a donation as well. 

To paraphrase that quote from long ago "Compatriot, can you spare a 
dime?" 

*http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexander_Hamilton (which cites nu-
merous legitimate sources) 

EMAIL/ADDRESS CHANGES  
Have you recently moved or 

changed your email address?  Please 
notify Membership Chairman Tim 
Peterman of any changes to your email 
address or mailing address.  Tim can 
be reached at TEPeter100@aol.com.  If 
you would like to receive the newslet-
ter, The Liberty Bell, by email only, 
please notify Tim.  



 

  

METRO KC AREA CHAPTERS  
Are you seeking an alternative meeting time?  Youõll be 

welcome at one of these chapters in the Kansas City area: 
Delaware Crossing Chapter  meets on the third Sat-

urday morning, 9:00 am, Holiday Inn, 87th & 
Reeder Road in Overland Park.  Contact Bob Capps 
at bobcapps@msn.com. 

Monticello Chapter  meets on the third Thursday eve-
ning, 6:00 pm, Yarbroughõs, 10310 Shawnee Mission Park-
way.  Contact David Comer at dave.comer@kiewit.com. 

Henry Leavenworth Chapter  meets on the fourth 
Thursday, 6:30 pm, at selected restaurants in Leavenworth.  
Contact Oliver West at oiw@kc.rr.com. 
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CONGRESS 2013 
Itõs approved!  The 123rd annual National Society 

Sons of the American Revolu-
tion Congress will be co-hosted 
by the Kansas and Missouri 
Societies.  The Congress will 
take place from Saturday, July 
6, 2013 to Wednesday, July 10, 
2013 and will take place at the 
downtown Kansas City Mar-
riott Hotel.  
     The hosts have several im-
portant duties leading up to the 
Congress:  devising area tour 

ideas, selecting a church for the memorial service, and 
preparing for a the hostõs reception at the outset of the 
event.  Volunteers will be asked to come up with ideas 
for many of the activities.  

The host reception serves to welcome attendees and 
important guests such as the Rumbaugh Orations con-
testants.  This event is paid for by the hosts.  At this 
time, the estimated cost is $20,000, half of which is the 
responsibility of KSSSAR.  Your Board of Governors 
has elected, initially, to attempt to raise this sum by 
selling an attractive òMinutemanó plaque, which will 
have your name, your SAR number, and the name of 
your Revolutionary War compatriot.  The cost is $120 of 
which $100 is tax deductible; shipping is an extra $10, 
or you can arrange for delivery through your chapter 
president.  An order form and picture of a sample 
plaque are available at www.KansasSAR.com. 

Watch for additional details.  For more information, 
contact Peter Grassl at pogsar@gmail.com.  

KSSSAR TO WWI MUSEUM  
It will be a unique SAR meeting when several chap-

ters hold their December 2008 meeting at the National 
World War 1 Museum (at the Liberty Memorial) in Kan-
sas City, Missouri.  This museum has been designated 
by Congress as the sole facility to display and honor 
those who fought in the òwar to end all wars.ó 

ALL compatriots and their guests are invited to meet 
on Saturday, December 6, at 11 am.  Lunch and admis-
sion are included in the special price of $20.00.  If you 
are retired or active-duty military (ID required), the 
price is $10.  Several compatriots are docents and they 
will lead groups on a tour or you can proceed at your 
own pace. 

Because food will be prepared in advance, your reser-
vation must be prepaid.  Please contact Bruce Bowman, 
Monticello Treasurer, for a reservation form.  He may 
be reached by email at bb0w@hotmail.com or by phone 
at 913-268-0609.  Additional information may be ob-
tained from your KC area SAR chapter president or Pe-
ter Grassl at pogsar@gmail.com. 

PATRIOTSõ DAY PARADE 
Patriotsõ Day commemorates the battles fought at Lex-

ington and Concord on April 19, 1775, which marked the 
start of the American Revolution.  Have you heard of this 
holiday? 
Doesnõt this sound like something the SAR should be 

leading?  ôDarn rightõ according Monticello compatriot 
Mark Warnick.  He has taken the initiative to promote a 
Patriotsõ Day parade in Johnson County.  An application is 
being made with the city of Merriam for such an event on 
Saturday, April 18, 2009.  The purpose of the parade is to 
promote an understanding of the American Revolution 
and patriotism.  

This event is bigger than one chapter.  All interested 
chapters and compatriots are invited to attend a planning 
meeting on Sunday, November 9, at 3:30 pm at the Central 
Resource Library (in the smaller room next to Children's 
section), 9875 87th St., Overland Park.  Other organizations 
will be invited to parade with the SAR.  But we count on 
one thing for sure: the Kansas Society Color Guard will be 
at the head of the parade and not behind some horse! 

For more information, contact Peter Grassl (interim 
chairman) at pogsar@gmail.com or 913-268-5469. 

Participants in the Wellington workshop on July 19 include DAR members from 

Valley Center, Kimberly Wimmer and Becky Hunter, and SAR members Barnett 

Ellis, Tim Peterman, Doug Brady and Peter Grassl . 

 


